Scott and Laura Roussel designated a $100,000 gift to the College of Business’ Department of Economics, Finance, Insurance and Risk Management (EFIRM) to set up an endowment. The Scott and Laura Roussel EFIRM Excellence Fund will provide support to supplement faculty travel to attend conferences, journal submission fees, student scholarships and other departmental needs.

The Roussel's are graduates of the university, both earned bachelor’s of business administration degrees in 1978. The Roussel's are regional owners of EXIT Realty Arkansas and Oklahoma, and Scott is a member of the UCA Board of Trustees.

“Love is a powerful emotion and because we love this institution, we wanted to give this gift,” Scott said. “We hope this isn’t the end, but rather the beginning of our giving.”

Laura said, “UCA has given our entire family a lot. A college degree is today what a high school degree was five or 10 years ago. It’s really the starting point in life for individuals now, and we recognize how important that is.”

The Roussel's  are also serving in leadership positions in an upcoming major fundraising effort by the university.

“These gifts are significant because they are generous and they are helping students and faculty directly,” President Hardin said. “We are especially proud of the extensive curriculum offered through the UCA College of Business in the areas of economics, finance, insurance and risk management.” 

